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Baghdad -- Although the heroic vote for freedom here in Iraq was humbling, it did not surprise us.
Since the transition to Iraqi sovereignty seven months ago, we have seen daily manifestations of
Iraqi courage and determination. Once again, as in South Africa, El Salvador, and Ukraine,
democracy proved stronger than fear.

Despite attacks by terrorists and insurgents - indeed, partly because of them - Iraqis were
determined to put their mark on history. Even so, it is impossible to overstate the bravery displayed
when people walked out their front doors armed only with their convictions.

There are scores of examples of the indomitable Iraqi spirit. One group of women marched along
chanting, "We have no fear," defying insurgents to strike them down. After mortar rounds struck
near one polling site, voters got out of line to assist those wounded. Once they cared for the
injured, the voters got back in line.

President Bush said, "the people of Iraq have spoken to the world, and the world is hearing the
voice of freedom from the center of the Middle East." It was a voice long muted by the tyranny of
the former regime but now resoundingly heard thanks to the extraordinary efforts of so many
extraordinary people.

The critical first line of defense came from Iraqis with important Coalition support. It was a proud
day for Iraq's soldiers and police, and a proud day for those of us who worked hard to help train and
equip them to preserve and protect Iraq's precious sovereignty.

In addition to those increasingly capable, brave, and patriotic Iraqis, all the Coalition countries, the
United Nations, the European Union, and many NGOs and volunteers helped make these elections
a success. So did journalists who chronicled this victory of ballots over bullets, not to overlook the
Herculean and indispensable efforts of American servicemen and women, diplomats, civilians, and
contractors. But when the votes are counted, it will be clear that the voice heard Sunday was
indisputably Iraqi in character. The members of the Transitional National Assembly will create a
new government, draft a constitution, and upon ratification hold another election to select a
permanent government - not an interim or transitional one.

This progress is not good news for those who desperately sought to wreck the electoral process.
The Iraqi people have now stared terror in the face and defied it, leaving fear behind.

Stiff challenges lie ahead for Iraq. No constitutional process is easy. The attributes and values
enunciated in UN Security Council Resolution 1546 - "a federal, democratic, pluralist, and unified
Iraq, in which there is full respect for political and human rights" - will test Iraq's will and



imagination. They are the indispensable elements of an Iraq where the rule of law prevails, justice
is served, and freedom is guaranteed. Ultimately, this is how the virulent insurgency that besets Iraq
will be eliminated; undermining any rationale for violence by offering a fair, open system of
political cooperation and participation to all.

The nascent democracy in Iraq will, we know, continue to require the steadfast support of friends in
the world community, but we look forward to cooperating with the Transitional Iraqi Government
as it pursues its mission. The United States and the Coalition will make every effort to support
Iraq's efforts through diplomacy, security cooperation, economic development and reconstruction
assistance, and the kinds of international contacts that strengthen civil society.

Having watched Iraqis summon the courage and resolve to hold their first free national election in
decades, we need no more motivation to respond in kind. The Iraqis deserve our continued best
efforts, and that's a commitment United States and the Multi-National Force-Iraq are honored to
make.
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«Aprvovtog I[Ticwm to DoPox

Twv TCov Neyporovie ko TCoptl Kéiov
O T{ov Neypomovre eivar Ilpéafns twv HIIA oto Ipox
ko1 o T¢opt{ Kéiov eivar Arokntig twv [lolvebvikawv Avvauewv

«EAlev0epog Tomog»
Yapparo, 12 dePpovapiov 2005

Bayddtn — Av kou o1 npoikég ekhoyEg yia v edevBepia €dm oto Ipdk mpokdiesav to Bavpacud
pog, ogv pog eEéminéav. Amd ) petafifacn g eBvikng kuplapyiog oto Ipdi £d® kon entd pvec,
BAémovpe kaBnNuePVEG EKONADGELG BAPPOLS KOl ATOPACIOTIKOTNTAG 0 TOVG [pakivods. Mo dAin
pa opad, 6mmg otn Notwo Agpikn|, 1o EA ZaABaddp, kot v Ovkpavia, 1 dnpokpotio
amodelyOnke mo oyvpn ond 10 POPo.

[Mopd 116 eMBECELS O TPOUOKPATEG KO OVTAPTEG — GTNV TPOYHOTIKOTNTA, EEQUTIOG AVTAOV TOV
emBéoemv ev puépel — ot Ipakivol rav amo@acIGUEVOL VO 0pT|GOVY TO G IUAdL TOVS GTNV 1oTOopPida.
Y K60e mepintmon, dev vIEPPAAOVLE OTOV TEPLYPAPOVLLE TN YEVVOLOTNTA TTOV £d€1EAY Ol AvBpmmot
avtol dtav PBynkav and To omitio TOvg Yo Vo yneicovuy OTAGUEVOL HOVO UE TIG TEMO1ONGELS TOVC.

Yrapyet TAn0mpo TopaderyldTt®v Yo T 0OAUACTO 1poKvO Tvevpa. Mo opddo yovouk®v Baoile
TPOYOLIMVTOG «OEV POPOUACTEY, AYNPDOVTOS TOLS OVTAPTES TOL Oa LITOPOVCAV VA, TIG XTUTGOLVV.
Otav eeppdynoay OALOL KOVTIA G€ £va, EKAOYIKO KEVTPO, 01 YMeoedpol Bynkay amd T GEPE TOVG
v vo Bonnocovv 6covg tpavpatioTnkay. AQod EPAOVTICAV TOVG TPOVHIATIES, 01 YNPOPOpOL
EMEGTPEYAV GTNV OVPA Y10 VO YN eicovv.

O IIpdedpog Mmovg eime: «O Aadg Tov Ipdx piknce otov kOGO, KOt 0 KOGUOG AKOVEL TN GOV TNG
elevbepiog amo v kapdd e Méong Avatoingy. ‘Htav o ewvh mov lye oynoet kdtm and v
TUPOVVIO TOV TPONYOVUEVOL KABEGTMTOG, AALG TMPO AKOVGTNKE NYNPN XAPLS OTIC EEMPETIKES
TPOGTAOELES TOCWOV TOALDV EEAPETIKMOV AvVOpOTOV.

H xpiown tpd™ ypopuun dpovvos tov Ipakivav kadvenke and Ipakivoig pe onpovtiky
VROGTNPIEN OO TIC GLUUOYIKEG SLVAUES. ‘HTav po pépa mepneAavELOS Y10 TOVE GTPOTIMTEG KOl
Vv actuvopia tov Ipdk, kot pépa mepnedvelog Yoo 6sovg and gUdg Exouvv S0VAEYEL GKANPA Y1 VoL
Bonbnoovv oy ekmaidevon Kot Tov EE0TAMGIO TOVG MGTE VA, SLOTNPTICOVV KOl VO, TPOCTATEYOVY
™V €Bvikn kuplapyio Tov Ipak.

Ext6g amd tovg 6Ao kot mo wovois, Bapparéons, kot aposimpévous Ipakivoie, Oleg ot
CLUUAYIKES YD PES, To. Hvopéva EOvn, n Evponaikn ‘Evoon, kot moAAég un-kuPepvnrikég
opyavmacels Kot e0ehoviég cuvéBaiay otny enttuyic avtdv TV ekhoydv. Ommg cuvéParay eniong
01 ONUOGLOYPAPOL TOV KATEYPOWAV QTN T VIKN TOV YOOV VIEP TOV OTA®V. Agv TPEMEL aKOULA
va TOPAPAEYOVE TIG NPAKAEIES KOl ATapaiTNTEG TPOOSTADEIEG TOV AUEPIKOAVAOV GTPUTIOTAOV,
IMA®UATOV, TOMTOV, Kol 6cmv fonbovv otnyv avotkodounon tov Ipdk. Otav ot yneot, ®6tdc0,
Ba £yovv katapeTpnOet, Ba ivon EexdaBapo 6TL N VT Tov akovotnke TV Kvuplakn twv ekhoydv
ntav adpeepnmra pakwvny og yopakmmpa. Tao péAn e MetaPatikng EOvikng Boving 6a
opicovv véa kvufépynon, Ba oxed1Gc0VY GUVTAYLLO, KOl LETA TNV EXKVP®OGT TOV Bal SteEAYOVV VEEG
EKAOYEG Y100 TO GYNUATICUO HOVIUNG KVBEPYNONG, KOl OYL TPOGMOPIVAG N LETAPATIKNG.



Avt 1 TPO0J0G deV elval KAAO VEO Yo aVTOVE TOL EMBIMENV ATEYVOGUEVA VO SIOADGOVY TNV
ekhoykn dwdwkacio. O Aaodg Tov Ipdk koitate tov eOPo Katdpata, TOV OYnNQLoE, KoL TOV APNCE
oW TOL.

To Ipdx Bpioketar avipétono pe okAnpég mpokAncelc. Kopd cuvtaypotikn dadikacio dgv eivon
eOkoAn. Ta yapaknpiotikd kot ot agieg mov dtvddnKav kabapd oto Preiopa 1546 tov
Yvpupoviiov Aceadeioc tov OHE yo «éva opoomovoloko, OnpUokpaTiko, TAOVPOAIGTIKO, Kot
evouévo Ipak, oto omoio Ba emikpotel TAPNS GEPACUOG Y10 TO TOATIKA Kol avOpdmivol
dkandpatoy, Bo BEcovv ™ BEANoN Kot TNV evpeTIKOTNTA TOV [pdK o€ dokipacia. Avtd givar ta
amopoitnto otoyeio evog Ipak dmov B vepioyvOLVY 01 KOVOVES dkaiov, Bo amodideTon S1KolosvHVI,
kot Oa eEacpariletarl n elevbepia. TeAkd, n Avoomong avtapcio mov facaviCet To Ipdk Oa
eCarepOel pécm g vrovopevong TG AoYKNg TG Plag pe ) dnuovpyio evog dikaiov, avorytoh
GULGTNLLOTOG TTOALTIKNG GUVEPYAGIOG KOl GLUUUETOYNG Y10 OAOVG.

I'vopilovpe 611 1 vedtevktn dnpokpatio oto Ipdx Ba cuveyicel va amoattel tn otabepn) vrootpEn
QIA®V amd TNV TOyKOC U0 KOWOTNTO, 0AAE TPOoGPAETOLLE 6T cuVEPYasia pe Tov Metafatikn
Ipaxwvn KvBépvmon kabaoc avt Ba emiteretl v amootoAr e. Ot Hvopéveg IoAtteleg koun
Svppayio 0o katafdAlovv kKaOe Tpoondbeia va atnpifovv Tig Tpocmdbeieg Tov Ipdk péow g
dmAopatiog, TS cvvepyaciag o€ BEUATA ACPAAELNG, TNG OIKOVOIKNG avamTuéng Kot tng PonBetag
AVOGLYKPOTNOMNG, KOl EKEIVOV TV S1EBVAOV ETOPOV TOL EVOLVALLMDVOLY TV KOWVOVIO, TOV TOATMV.

"Eyovtag mapaxolovdnoet Toug Ipakivodc va avtAovv Kovpdylo Kot omo@ocIGTIKOTNTO Y10, T
de&aymyn TV TPAOTOV EAEVOEPMV EKAOYDOV £0M Kol SEKAETIES, OV YpeLOONacTE GALO KIVIITPO YL
va araviioovpe unpakta. Ot Ipakwvol a&iovv 6,1t KaADTEPO UTOPOVE VO GUVEXIGOVUE VO TOVG
TPOGPEPOLVLE, Kol LT eivan pa déapevon mov ot Hvouéveg ToAteieg ko ) IoAveBvikn Abvapun
o710 Ipdx &ovv v T va Kavoov.

Back to U.S. Embassy Homepage



http://www.usembassy.gr/

